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SUBJECT: PUBLIC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE ON TROOP WITHDRAWALS FROM 
- THAILAND AND RESIDUAL PRESENCE 
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1. WE APPRECIATE YOUR REQUIREMENT FOR COORDINATION WITH 
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AND CONCURRENCE BY THE THAI IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS STRATEGY. 
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2. HOWEVER, REF A POINTS OUT THAT PRIME MINISTER KHUKRIT 
AND FOREIGN MINISTER CHATCHAI HAVE SAID PUBLICLY THAT ALL 
U.S. COMBAT FORCES WOULD BE WITHDRAWN AND HAVE IMPLIED 
THAT SOME NON-COMBAT PERSONNEL WOULD REMAIN. WE THUS DO 
NOT THINK IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE FOR OUR SIDE, IN 

EFFECT, TO "NO COMMENT" (PER PARA 4 REF A) WHILE THE THAI 
ARE EXPANDING ON THESE THEMES. THIS WOULD HAVE THE 
EFFECT OF GENERATVNG UNFOUNDED SPECULATION. 

3. WE WOULD PREFER IF YOU COULD PERSUADE THE THAI TO 
AGREE TO THE FOLLOWING STRATEGY: (A) IF ASKED, WE WILL 
CONFIRM THAT IT IS OUR INTENTION TO WITHDRAW OUR COMBAT 
UNITS FROM THAILAND BY MARCH 20 (PER REF B); (B) AGREEMENT 
ON BASE CLOSEOUTS WILL BE MADE IN JOINT ANNOUNCEMENTS AS 

THEY OCCUR, WITH NO REFERENCE TO OTHER CLOSEOUTS WHICH 
MAY BE UNDER DISCUSSION; (C) ALSO ON AN "IF ASKED" BASIS 
ONLY, WE WILL SAY THAT CONSULTATIONS ON THE NATURE OF ANY 
RESIDUAL NON-COMBAT PRESENCE ARE CONTINUING AND THAT WHEN 
DECISIONS ARE REACHED, THEY WILL BE ANNOUNCED. WE EX- 
PECT THAT OUR CONTINUED MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
AND THE REQUIREMENT FOR PERSONNEL TO ADMINISTER THE 
PROGRAM AND TO SERVE IN TRAINING CAPACITIES WILL PLAY 
A ROLE IN ANY RESIDUAL NON-COMBAT PRESENCE; (D) BANG- 
KOK 24604 JUST RECEIVED. WE HAVE NO OBJECTION TO YOUR 
PROPOSAL RE KORAT CLOSURE ANNOUNCEMENT NOVEMBER 24. 

4. ON OTHER SPECIFICS, WHICH WE SHOULD THINK WOULD NOT 
REQUIRE THAI CONCURRENCE: (A) WE AGREE FOR THE BODY 
COUNT REASONS STATED BY CINCPACAF (REF C), THAT THERE 
SHOULD NOT BE FLIGHT-BY-FLIGHT ANNOUNCEMENTS AS AIRCRAFT 
DEPART THE BASES. (B) IF ASKED WHERE DEPARTING AIRCRAFT 
ARE BEING DEPLOYED, THE RESPONSE SHOULD BE IN GENERAL 
TERMS OF "TO OTHER US TACTICAL UNITS". IF PRESSED FOR 

SPECIFICS, QUESTIONS SHOULD BE REFERRED TO WASHINGTON. KISSINGER 
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